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In Memoriam 

RICK PIERCE

WTCA member Northland Truss Systems, Inc. and the entire building components industry lost a 
good friend and lifelong supporter on August 25, 2003, when Rick A. Pierce died at the age of 48. 
Pierce, a Fargo, ND native, worked at Midway Distributing before assuming the position of 
assistant truss plant manager for Twin City Construction of Fargo in 1977. Pierce and three 
partners started Fargo Truss Systems in 1985. Pierce started his own company, Northland Truss 
Systems in 1992 and was currently the owner and manager of the Abercrombie and Fargo, ND 
locations.

Carol Cich, Pierce’s sister and Northland’s Office Manager, said, “Our family had traveled to 
Mayo Clinic on August 9 to celebrate Rick’s birthday with him. Shortly after we arrived, the 
doctors said he could go home, there was nothing left to do and that he has weeks left. He has 
fought a hard battle against an impossible opponent. Rick called all the Northland managers 
together on August 11 to praise them for the job done during the construction season. Rick also 
said that he had done everything in his life he had wanted to do and had no regrets. He was a 
great husband, son, father, brother, grandfather and boss.”

In a memo to Northland’s vendors and customers, Pierce’s wife Deborah noted, “We wish to 
thank you all for the prayers and memorials that were received in memory of Rick during our 
time of sorrow and grief. He will forever be in our hearts and his memory and past leadership 
will live on through us at Northland Truss Systems.”

Help us memorialize those in our industry who have passed away. If you have 
information regarding the death of someone in the structural building components 
industry, please contact SBC Staff at 608/310-6706. Submissions for “In 
Memoriam” can be emailed to editor@sbcmag.info, faxed to 608/271-7006 or 
mailed to Truss Publications, Inc., 6300 Enterprise Lane, Suite 200, Madison, WI 
54719. Photo submissions are also encouraged and will run if space allows. Please 
note that submissions to “In Memoriam” may be edited for grammar, length and 
clarity.
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call 608/310-6706 or email editor@sbcmag.info.  
 
The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of and to promote the 
common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of structural building components to ensure growth 
and continuity, and to be the information conduit by staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership 
role on behalf of the component industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain 
advisory committees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in SBC 
are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any of the affiliated associations 
(SBCC, WTCA, SCDA & STCA). 
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