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Charlie gave the plate supplier’s perspective, saying they are responding to the
market, not driving it. Each manufacturer has to make its own decision regarding
its business model, deciding how it is going to meet customers’ needs. He said
there are a lot of business opportunities, and the suppliers are trying to create prod-
ucts to meet their customers’ needs (developing software and products that
address bracing and shear wall engineering issues, for instance). SBC

The next WTCA Open Quarterly Meeting will be held May 10-12 in Washington, DC, in conjunction
with the SBC Legislative Conference. For more information, contact WTCA staff at 608/274-4849 or
wtca@sbcindustry.com, or visit www.sbcindustry.com.

2006 
Committee 
Priorities

Below is a summary of three top priorities for each committee in 2006. 
For a complete listing of the priorities ranking, visit Support Docs
at www.sbcmag.info. 

Membership
• Staff travel to chapter meetings and member visits

• Membership promotion to small companies 

• Assistance to chapters for educational programs and Truss Technology Workshops (TTWs)

Marketing
• Promotion of TTW Online programs

• Development of new industry details to be used by specifiers

• Assistance to local building official and fire service groups with online training

Engineering & Technology
• Active participation in Truss Plate Institute Technical Advisory Committee (TPI TAC)

• ANSI/TPI 1 analysis 

• Monitoring of and participation in building code development 

Quality Control
• Development of QC Management Information System

• Development of QC Best Practices and creation of an online training program

• Creation of QC Basics for Assembler Training

Legislative
• Continued development of Congressional relationships 

• Creation of a Voting Record Database on the SBC Legislative web site 

• Development of state model legislation (through ALEC) on issues like transportation
permitting, building labeling and fire code development 

Management
• Release of ORisk Phase I

• Development of Plant Training for New Employees

• Continued support of Operation Safety
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Continued from page 25

undertake tasks that will improve our industry for all who are deriving benefit 
from it.

He noted that we are being aggressive in projected expenditures for online train-
ing (TTT Level III and the development of Level IV), chapter support and staff trav-
el to chapters, increased demand in In-Plant WTCA QC, ORisk, and the new test-
ing facility. The 2006 numbers did not include revenue from the potential joint
TPI/WTCA testing facility agreement, which could easily offset the budget deficit. 

Ultimately, each year our goal is to get even better at budgeting accurately on both
sides of the ledger. 

The Board unanimously passed the motion to approve the 2006 Budget as
submitted. 

TPI Report 
Charlie Hoover reported that at February’s joint E&T and TPI TAC meeting in
Chicago, the first ANSI/TPI 1-2007 Project Committee meeting was held. The
ANSI/TPI committee process has over 50 participants. It’s a participatory process,
and Charlie encouraged all Board members to get involved if they have an interest
in this area.  

TPI has a new set of officers; Tom Whatley (Eagle Metal Products) is the President,
Andy Schwitter (Truswal Systems) is the Vice President and Wayne Masengill
(Cherokee Metal Products) is the Treasurer. TPI is also currently conducting a
search for a Technical Director.  

On the topic of steel, not much has changed since October. China is still a strong
steel producer and consumer, which affects the global steel supply. There has also
been a big upswing in commercial demand domestically. A zinc shortage is also
presenting a challenge for the galvanizing process.

Lumber Report
Cathy Kaake said there are record levels of production in the lumber industry. She
reported that Canfor is going to purchase New South, mainly due to their interest
in bringing in more lumber from European sources. Also, Koch Industries has
bought George-Pacific.

She also talked about the recent development of a component manufacturer-
focused brochure, called Southern Pine for Structural Components. In it there are
direct comparisons regarding the use of SYP in a townhouse project.

Chapter & Supplier Roundtable Discussion
John Huck brought up girder nailing. He said they have one municipality that
refuses to let them nail from one face, so they now have to flip all girders and nail
them from both sides. It was suggested that they use screws to address the prob-
lem, but John pointed out some of the issues that they run into with using screws.
Staff will draft a Tech Note clarifying all aspects of the girder nailing issues.

John asked if WTCA had thought about putting together a guide to help members
navigate the business of whole house design/engineering. The Board talked about
code and engineering issues, and the need to be careful when manufacturers con-
sider this business activity. WTCA has budgeted money to ensure that we devel-
op a fundamentally sound understanding of the legal, engineering and code envi-
ronment as a first step.
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