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hen is membership in a chapter worth its weight in gold? When valuable
relationships that benefit everyone involved are formed. And that’s just

what happened when the Southern Nevada Component Manufacturers Association
(SNCMA) became involved with the Structural Engineers Association of Southern
Nevada (SEASoN).

Finding Common Ground
Smack dab in one of the country’s hottest building markets, the manufacturers who
make up SNCMA first connected with SEASoN over building code issues. Chapter
President Glenn McClendon (Sun State Components, Inc.) says, “Codes brought us
together. When everyone was adopting the codes, there were different interpreta-
tions. We all came together under the guidance of the Southern Nevada Home-
builders Association to reach an agreement. Out of that, SEASoN formed a truss
committee.” McClendon adds, “We all have a common goal, which is to build
houses, and to do it right and conform to the codes.”

SNCMA’s Bill Bolduc (A.C. Houston Lumber Company) and Rich Menge (Sun State
Components, Inc.), both professional engineers who were also members of
SEASoN, were immediately involved on this “truss committee” due to their famil-
iarity with truss design and the engineering process. Menge suggested that the
committee act as a liaison between the two groups and “bring issues to the table
before they became problems,” he recalls. Bolduc explains why it has been so
important to be involved with SEASoN at the committee level: “Due to the highly
regulatory environment in southern Nevada it is always in our best interest to work
closely with the building designers.” 

Close ties to SEASoN have opened the channels of communication, giving the
SNCMA and SEASoN a natural platform to discuss broader industry issues, ques-
tions and concerns. So when issues surrounding truss design and specifica-
tion came to light many times over the last several years, the relationship paid off
in spades.   

Understanding Uplift
Bolduc recalls one of the issues that surfaced was how to handle uplift reactions in
truss design drawings. “There was a lot of confusion about it, and some building
departments were asking the Engineers of Record to provide hold-downs to meet
the uplift numbers listed on the truss designs,” he says. “Some of the engineers
thought that the numbers were excessive, and in some cases they were,” says
Bolduc. There was real confusion on how to specify drag loads and other lateral
loads on trusses. 

The committee developed some examples of how to specify drag loads on trusses
that work for many common cases. On the uplift issue, they determined that uplift
reactions could be reduced in many cases by using a “hybrid” wind analysis, a
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❑ SNCMA joined forced with the Struc-
tural Engineers Association of Southern
Nevada (SEASoN) by forming a truss
committee within the engineers’ group.

❑ Using teamwork, the two groups suc-
cessfully resolved issues surrounding
drag loads and uplift.

❑ Most recently, SNCMA and WTCA staff
provided content for SEASoN’s design
responsibilities document based on
language in WTCA/TPI 1 Chapter 2.
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blend of “components and cladding” and
“main wind force-resisting system” wind
loading. The committee is publishing a
white paper that will provide educational
information and recommendations on many
of the issues that the committee addressed.
WTCA staff also contributed to the review
and edit of this white paper.

The challenges facing the two groups did-
n’t end with uplift reactions and drag loads.
Because design responsibilities were an
ongoing issue, it’s no surprise that the
topic continued to surface at meetings.
Clark County (which covers the Las Vegas
area) has its own document that helps
define design responsibilities, similar to
WTCA/TPI 4-2002 for component manu-
facturers. Once again, the white paper will
discuss this relationship and provide bet-
ter exposure to WTCA/TPI 1-2002. The
SEASoN white paper will help the local
building design community better under-
stand the relationship and responsibilities
of all the parties involved. 

SNCMA wasted no time in asking WTCA
staff to assist in the review process. In
addition to Bolduc and Menge, several staff
members and legal counsel Kent Pagel
reviewed the current work, providing feed-
back and adding language from WTCA/TPI
1 Chapter 2 so it was consistent with the
state-of-the-art language. Before the forma-
tion of SEASoN’s truss committee, “every-
one was on a different page,” Bolduc says.
With the experience of working together
over the last year, McClendon says the
time and effort put forth was well worth it.
“This [resulting document] will make life
easier for everyone. When the different
areas of responsibilities are clear cut from
the start, you won’t get to a certain point
and realize they aren’t clearly defined, and have to sort it out
then,” he says. Bolduc adds, “having a good working rela-
tionship with the building designers will continue to benefit
all of us and result in less confusion and misunderstandings
in the preparation of the truss designs for review.”

Conclusion 
The benefits of establishing a relationship like that of SNCMA
and SEASoN are many. Because southern Nevada is a highly
regulatory environment, Bolduc says, “we are forced to work
together. And in most cases we work well together and the
result is a better built building.” McClendon finds great value
in the relationship from a communication perspective. “It’s

important because as new code changes come about, that
line of communication is open now; we will be able to tack-
le issues before they become problems,” he explains. “We
learned a valuable lesson. By working together, those prob-
lems won’t become issues again,” he says. 

And possibly the greatest gain of all, Bolduc says the alliance
“will promote a better understanding and working relation-
ship between the truss industry and engineers.” With greater
understanding comes greater acceptance of trusses—some-
thing from which we could all stand to benefit. SBC

Do you have a story of teamwork, cooperation or overcoming challeng-
ing situations? Email your story idea to editor@sbcmag.info.
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The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
andto promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
turalbuilding components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
stayingabreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industryin disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBCare those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any of
theaffiliated associations (SBCC, WTCA, SCDA& STCA) .
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