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’ll begin by stating the obvious: We appreciate hearing from you. When you 
pass along your feedback, we typically work it into a future article in one 

way or another. As a matter of fact, this particular issue is stacked with articles that 
essentially came from our readers! Thank you for contributing your thoughts and 
ideas to SBC’s annual Material Handling & Equipment/Supplier Listing issue.

Although it wasn’t intentional, this issue took a safety focus right before our eyes. 
As you read on page 7, WTCA President Barry Dixon has become a stickler for 
in-plant safety. Past president Scott “10-4” Arquilla alerted us to an OSHA citation 
in his plant involving a missing machine guard back in March. He reported back 
with the final resolution; check out page 72 for his story and a discussion about 
what to consider about guards. We hope you find these themes as important as our 
contributors do. 

Wood truss manufacturing operations have been—and often still are—put in the 
same category as woodworking and furniture factories in terms of their sawdust 
emissions. We all know it isn’t fair or accurate, but not until now has there been a 
rational argument to defeat this classification. “Dust in the Wind” on page 62 offers 
a solution in the way of a formula meant to contend with EPA emissions require-
ments for particulate matter.

Two new columns grace the pages of SBC this month. If you don’t already follow 
a preventative maintenance program, “How to...Schedule Breakdowns” will start 
you off on the right foot. In Environmental Components, we will cover popu-
lar sustainability activities in the industry. We kick it off by examining how wood 
energy can not only be used to save on fossil fuel costs, but it can also present an 
additional revenue stream. 

If plant operations aren’t your bag, check out “Structural Building Codes Matter” 
and “Sealing Truss Placement Diagrams.” The recent ICC Final Action Hearings 
allow us to reflect on two solid years of code work on behalf of component manufac-
turers. Turn to page 66 for a listing of the code changes you should be aware of this 
time around. And, after reading an article about California P.E. Bryan Hill’s crusade 
against a requirement to seal placement diagrams, one reader responded with some 
criticism. Ryan Dexter clarifies the industry’s position on page 50.

Southern Components recently went the extra mile to solidify its relationship with a 
new customer: the company supplied cold-formed steel components for an Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition project. Earlier this year, the Shreveport, LA-based manu-
facturer was asked by a customer it hopes to do a lot of work with in the future to 
participate in the project. Turn to page 76 to find out whether it was all worth it 
in the end. 

Finally, check out the annual supplier listing on page 84. The listing alone makes this 
an issue to keep on your desk, the shelf, or—we know you do it—in the bathroom.  

Speaking of hearing from you, we have one final request. If you haven’t already returned 
the postcard attached to the March or June/July issues, please contact us. We’re work-
ing on updating our mailing list, and we need your help to clean it up! SBC
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Publisher’s Message
Good to Hear from You!

by Libby Maurer

“No man ever listened 

himself out of a job.” 

—Calvin Coolidge

❑  The focus of this issue is Material 
Handling and Equipment. 

❑  The annual Supplier Listing begins on 
page 84. 

❑  Consider in-plant safety with articles on 
pages 7 and 72.

at a glance

For complete details...Call Toll Free...or E-mail us at:

(800) 331-5851
sales@piggy-back.com

Princeton’s powerful, new 7000 lb. capacity PiggyBack®

PB70 Rough-Terrain Delivery System can spot-deliver
huge loads to virtually any work site with unmatched
stability. It’s just one of three versatile, truck-mounted
models Princeton has developed to meet the needs of
the lumber industry.

The rugged PB70 enables your driver to unload and
place virtually any building materials precisely where
your customer wants them, anywhere on site...
eliminating costly double-handling.

Ideal for delivering lumber, structural beams, prefabri-
cated wall panels, and other manufactured components.

• Exclusive 4-way
action and 5000 lb.
capacity…permits
delivery of extra long
loads in tight site
areas…previously 
inaccessible.

• Extra long reach
and exceptional
power…permits the
PiggyBack PBX to
off-load an entire
delivery from just
one-side. Easily 
handles up to 
5000 lb. at a time.

CHOOSE THE PIGGYBACK® THAT’S BEST FOR YOU!

Unique, “4-Way” PiggyBack

PBX Unloads It All…from One-Side

For reader service, go to www.sbcmag.info/princeton.htm
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Dear Reader:

Copyright © 2007 by Truss Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. For permission to reprint materials-
from SBC Magazine, call 608/310-6706 or email editor@sbcmag.info.

The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any 
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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