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March
•  18: Central Florida Component Manufacturers Association (CFCMA) 

Chapter Meeting. For more information, contact Dani at WTCA, 
608/310-6735 or dbothun@qualtim.com.

•  19: North Carolina/South Carolina Joint Chapter Meeting. For details, 
contact Anna at WTCA, 608/310-6719 or astamm@qualtim.com.

•  20: South Florida WTCA (SFWTCA) Chapter Meeting. For details, 
contact Dani at WTCA, 608/310-6735 or dbothun@qualtim.com.

April
•  3: West Florida Truss Association (WFTA) Chapter Meeting. Date 

changed from April 10. For details, contact Chapter President John 
Goley at 813/887-3664 or johngoley@westcoasttruss.com.

•  8: Tennessee Truss Manufacturers Association (TTMA) Chapter 
Meeting. For more information, contact Chapter President Ted 
Kolanko at 615/287-0184 or kolankot@84lumber.com.

•  9: Southwest Florida Truss Manufacturers Association (SWFTMA) 
Chapter Meeting. For more information, contact Chapter President 
Joe Falis at 863/385-8242 ext 207 or joef@scostacorp.com.

•  10: Alabama Component Manufacturers Association (ACMA) Chapter 
Meeting. For details, contact Dani at WTCA, 608/310-6735 or dbot-
hun@qualtim.com.

•  10: Wood Truss Council of Michigan (WTCM) Chapter Meeting. 
For more information, contact Anna at WTCA, 608/310-6719 or 
astamm@qualtim.com.

•  16: WTCA-Arizona Chapter Meeting. For more information, contact 
Chapter President Keith Azlin at 520/882-3709 or keith.azlin@
us-components.com.

•  16: WTCA-Northeast Chapter Meeting. For more information, contact 
Anna at WTCA, 608/310-6719 or astamm@qualtim.com. SBC

Check out WTCA’s web site at www.sbcindustry.com 
for the most current calendar information.

Chapter Corner
Continued from page 58 

WTCA – Northeast
At its January meeting, the Northeast Chapter elected new officers. 
Moving into the position of President was Brad Ferris of S.R. Sloan. 
John Jacksics of Universal Truss agreed to stay on as Secretary, 
and Shawn Simonds of LaValley Building Supply came on board as 
Treasurer. The chapter members extended a hearty thanks to John 
Goodrich for his service as Chapter President, recognizing his com-
mitment to keeping the chapter involved in the marketplace while 
personally providing seminars and attending local meetings.

The Northeast Chapter continues to have a very busy Education 
Committee. Presentations were delivered in November to a group of 
building officials in Athol, MA and at a meeting of the Eastern States 
Building Officials Federation. Already lined up for 2008 were: a truss 
plant tour and barrel burn demonstration for Chief Kevin Gallagher 
of the Acushnet, MA Fire Department in February; a seminar for the 
Building Officials of Western Massachusetts in February; another sem-
inar for the Eastern States Building Officials Federation Conference in 

April; and a booth at the New England Fire Rescue and EMS Show in 
June. The members agreed to continue sponsoring these presenta-
tions and providing pertinent publications from WTCA. 

Also at the January meeting, the chapter members welcomed a 
guest speaker from WTCA’s Professional Leadership Academy. 
Discussing how to Survive and Thrive in a Down Market, Bill Bean 
of The Randall Wade Group offered short segments on the services 
available to members through the Professional Leadership Academy 
and provided some take-home value in the areas of planning and 
leadership training. The members appreciated the presentation and 
thanked Bill for his attentiveness to member needs.

The Northeast Chapter welcomes guest speakers for its chapter meetings. 
Anyone interested in speaking at its quarterly meetings in April, July or 
October may contact Brad Ferris or Anna Stamm of WTCA staff. SBC

For more information, about WTCA Chapters, contact Anna L. Stamm 
(608/310-6719 or astamm@qualtim.com) or Danielle Bothun (608/
310-6735 or dbothun@qualtim.com). Contributions to Chapter 
Corner, including pictures, are encouraged. Submissions may be 
edited for grammar, length and clarity.

Readers Respond
Gentlemen:

The December issue of SBC contains a ques-
tion and answer concerning the installation of 
solar panels on a truss supported roof. While I 
agree with the bulk of the answer, there are two 

comments I have regarding the answer.

The dead loads given in the answer are for a square foot of the materials 
laid horizontally. These dead loads should be increased because of the 
slope when designing the inclined top chord members supporting those 
materials. It could be argued that the truss dead load already contains 
such an increase, but for simplicity in calculating the truss dead load 
would normally be increased along with the other materials. The increase 
involved is usually not great, but can be great enough for steeper slopes 
(20 percent for 8:12 for example) that it should not be ignored.

The solar panels were to be attached and supported on the roof by rails 
placed four feet on center, i.e., on every other truss. A check of the top 
chord of these support trusses should include the entire tributary weight 
of the solar panels without an assumption that the intermediate trusses 
carry an equal share of the load. This may be overly conservative, but 
avoids any argument over the load sharing capabilities of trusses in a 
normal roof, specifically whether such sharing can relieve loads applied 
directly to other trusses.

Very truly yours,
Edward F. Diekmann, Consulting Structural Engineer, OK

Editor’s Note: We would like to thank Mr. Diekmann for commenting 
on the December 2007 Technical Q&A column about the loading con-
ditions of solar panels in trussed roofs. We agree with his responses. 
Regarding his first comment, TPI 1 also addresses the effect of pitch in 
Section 6.2.1.2: When dead loads are applied on a projected horizontal 
area basis, the effect of the pitch shall be taken into account.
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Dear Reader:
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The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any 
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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